
Humanitarian Action



The Impact of Crises on Women and Girls



Gender in Humanitarian Action

Addressing the impact of humanitarian crises on 

women and girls is hampered by a lack of institutional 

capacity and available resources to ensure that 

humanitarian assessment, planning and programming 

adequately integrate gender equality and women’s 

empowerment.

Specific issues include:

 Lack of SADD and gender analysis.

 Inadequate dedicated funding 

 Limited meaningful opportunities in leadership 

and decision making roles.

 Lack of accountability to gender in 

humanitarian action policy commitments.



UN Women, Global Humanitarian 

Normative Framework

UN Women is mandated to support and enable the 

UN and the wider humanitarian system to integrate 

gender equality and women’s empowerment 

throughout all interagency and intergovernmental 

processes.  These have included:

• Sendai Framework Agreement

• World Humanitarian Summit

• Grand Bargain



UN Women Humanitarian 

Coordination

UN Women is also mandated to support and 

enable the UN coordinated humanitarian system to 

integrate gender equality and women’s 

empowerment throughout the planning and 

programming of all humanitarian action.  These 

include:

• IASC Gender Reference Group

• IASC GenCap Steering Committee

• UN Plan of  Action on DRR for 

Resilience



Core Actions in Humanitarian 

Contexts and Flagship Programmes

Four core actions in humanitarian action:

• Coordination and Leadership

• Localization - Capacity Building

• Assessment & Analysis Evidence-based Response 

• Targeted Programming

Three flagship programme initiatives:

• Women’s Leadership, Empowerment, Access and 

Protection (LEAP) 

• Gender Inequality of  Risk (GIR)

• Global Acceleration Instrument



Humanitarian Country Programmes

UN Women Humanitarian Country Programmes - 2016

Africa

Cameroon

CAR

DRC

Kenya

Malawi

Mali

Mozambique

Nigeria

Niger

Rwanda 

Sudan

South Sudan

Tanzania

Uganda

Asia Pacific

Bangladesh

Fiji

Nepal

Pakistan

Vanuatu

Viet Nam

ECA

Macedonia

Serbia

Tajikistan

Ukraine

Arab States

Iraq

Jordan

Lebanon

Palestine

LAC

Colombia

Ecuador

Haiti



Case Studies – Ebola Response

In early 2014, the outbreak of the Ebola 

virus in Sierra Leone and Liberia put 

women at particular risk.

UN Women helped ensure the 

integration of gender throughout the UN 

and government strategies in Sierra 

Leone and Liberia.

Launched community mobilization 

campaigns, recruiting 30,000 women 

activists and using radio and SMS 

messaging to advocate on Ebola 

prevention and reducing stigmatization. 



Case Studies –

Hurricane Matthew, Haiti

In October 2014, Hurricane Matthew devastated Haiti, 

killing over 300, displacing 61,000 and leaving 1.4 million 

people in need of humanitarian assistance.

UN Women – with HQ surge capacity support - led on 

providing a gender focused assessment and analysis of the 

crisis, to inform the coordinated response effort and PDNA.

UN Women launched a cash-for-work programme for 

1,500 women – basic infrastructure rehabilitation and 

clearing debris.

UN Women is opening two Women’s Spaces to provide 

ongoing humanitarian services in the protracted crisis to 

15,000 crisis affected women and girls.


